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Editorial 


On November 17, 1992 [lost 
a friend. | had never met 
her, but through her books I 
have been having a conver- 
sation with her for years. She 
was among what I call my 
“primary coming-out com- 
munity”, that community of 
books, newsletters and mu- 
| sic that built my sense of 
pride long before I was able 

Audre Lorde 1934-1992 + talkto “real live” lesbians. 
Audre Lorde was a vital part of our lesbian heritage; 
a voice for the dignity and beauty of loving women. 


I would like to correct an omission in the January- 


February issue of Womonspace News. Due to space . 


restrictions, I had to heavily edit Anne’s story “The 
Reality of Discrimination”. | apologize for any prob- 
lems caused by my omitting a note to that effect under 
the article. 


On January 30, ten women met to discuss Womonspace 
News and form an Editorial/ Distribution Collective. 
I was absolutely thrilled with the enthusiasm and 
ideas that poured out that morning.. The system we 
use to produce this newsletter is a little awkward at 
times, but with many picking up the tasks, it will flow 
more smoothly, and we just might get the newsletter 
out to members by the first of the publishing month. 
This issue reflects the enthusiasm with a record 
number of submissions. During our discussion we 
put together some guidelines to make the editing job 
more manageable. Deadlines will be published and 
we ask that contributors respect that date, so that 
production can begin on time. We will continue to 
work on themes so that people can write articles, 
stories or poems ahead of time, but each issue will also 
be open to whatever needs to be said. Allcontributions 
should be typed or carefully hand printed. To allowa 


variety of material we ask that you keep it to 500 


words or less. If you have a longer article or story, call 


the editor and we'll work out a plan. Please sign your 
contribution and give a phone number... if you do not 
want your name used, give us a pseudonym, initials 
or ask that it be anonymous (please also note the 
disclaimer at the bottom of this page). 


One of the issues that came up was the philosophy or 
politics of Womonspace News. By this point it should 
be no secret that the editor is a feminist and generally 
speaks from a rather radical lesbian-feminist posi- 
tion. However, Womonspaceand Womonspace News 
is pro-woman/lesbian positive and nonexclusionary. 
We want to hear from all of the lesbian voices in our 
community , expressing all sides of the issue. 


Reading through this issue, it appears a bit grim. We 
have a great deal to by angry about these days and 
often feel the weight of what appears to be endless 
homophobia and heterosexism. What we need to 
keep in mind is that women-who-love-women have 
been around for a very long time, and have actively 
resisted their invisibility and oppression; often in 
creative ways. As we join in the celebration of Interna- 
tional Women’s Day, lets all wear the pink triangle, on 
our lapel, orin our heats, in memory of those women 
who dared to love women and left us their stories of 
struggle and triumph. 


See you at the concert! Sheryl 


May-June Issue Deadline April 5, 1993 “Lesbian 
History” Book Reviewss, Stories, Poems & Art Plus 
Events Notices for “Pride Week" (June 19-27, 1993) 
July-August Issue Deadline June 4, 1993 “Identity 
in Commuity: What does Lesbian Identity Mean to 
YOU. 

Editor: Sheryl McInnes 
Leave messages on 425-0511 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is a publication of WOMONSPACE, an organization for lesbians in the 

Edmonton area. The opinions expressed in any issue of WOMONSPACE NEWS do not necessarily 

reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Editorial Collective. Articles or letters to the Editor may be 

sent to Newsletter/Womonspace, Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7. All 
)) material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace, and the Editorial Committee reserves the 

right to edit for length and content. 

Graphics courtesy Women's Newsletters and local artists. 
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Lovesick? Girlfriend Mecha! 


Womonspace Presents . 


Loretta Love has 
completed a B.A. and 

is currently working in the 
field of social services. 


Dear Loretta, 
Due to the recent human rights situation in Alberta, 
gay and lesbian issues have received more media 
attention than ever before. I’m glad this is happening, 
but as a result, homosexuality has become a big topic 
of conversation during coffee breaks and lunches at 
work. Not all the comments have been negative; 
some of them have been supportive and understand- 
ing. My problem is that I don’t know how to voice my 
opinion without feeling that lam revealing my sexual 
orientation (I’m a lesbian). I’m finding it really diffi- 
cult to remain silent through some of the conversa- 
tions. | know this is not a “love” issue, but it’s some- 
thing that’s been causing me a lot of discomfort. Are 
my fear unfounded? 

PF. 


Dear P.T., 
Naturally you feel strongly about issues that are so 
close to you, and I know how hard it is to be pulled in 
two directions at one time (your heart vs. your fears). 
If you are worried that voicing your views will cause 
people to discover you are a lesbian, try to keep in the 
forefront of your mind that youare stating an opinion, 
not making a personal revelation. In today’s society, 
it’s surprising the number of people who no longer 
assume that if you’re gay positive, you must be gay. 
Be confident enough to express you opinion; after all, 
it’s your right to do so (and there may be moments 
when you feel you are going to explode if you don’t.) 
If your concern is that others may “guess” your 
sexuality if you speak out, look at it this way; in the 
eyes of some people, you may “stand out” more 
by your silence than you would by voicing your 
opinion. 

Loretta 


Your questions and letters are 
welcome! Loretta will try to 

answer as many letters as possible. 
Please submit your mail to Loretta 
Love, c/o Womonspace, 9930 - 106 St. 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 


The Rainbow Flag represents the di- 
versity of the gay community. It’s also 
used by many progressive political 
movements to signify the joining of all 
aspects of society. 


SEXUALLY HARASSED? 


Did you ever complain to your union, per- 
sonnel department, WCB, Human Rights 
Commission, police, etc? We want your 
story for our research. Confidential. Call 
Monica. 

Edmonton Working Women 429-3370 


N ERAME OF MIND 
i ERA/E OF VIIND 
FRAME OF MIND 


Custom Art Framing 


465-0534 


6150 - 90 Ave., Ottewell Shopping Centre, Edmonton, Alta. T6B OP2 
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Venmrfier B 
will be performing in concert with 
Opening set: Dale LaDoucenr 
Sunday March 7, 1993 


Centennial Library Theatre 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Square at 7 p.m. 


TICKETS: 
$15 — (A limited number of low income tickets 
will be available at $7) 
Available at: 
The Bagel Tree & Boystown 


(It is recommended to buy advance tickets as they may 
not be available at the door) 


ABOUT THE PERFORMERS: 
“Jennifer’s music is enchanting and em- 
powering ... A call for personal and planetary 
transformation...” 
California News 


Her new release on the Flying Fish recording 
label entitled Borderlines will be sold at the 
concert. 

Nina Gerber is a sensational guitarist who 
accompanies such diverse artists as Rhiannon, 
Diane Davidson and Jennifer Berezan. 

Dale LaDouceur is one of Edmonton’s finest 
women musicians. 42g5y 


Produced by 
Suter Acts Productions 
Co-sponsored by the IWD 
Committee and the 
Edmonton Learner Centre. 


b. i 


CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS 


Press Gang Publishers is calling for unpublished writ- 
ing and artwork for the Canadian/New Zealand 
lesbian anthology to be edited by Beth Brant and 
Cathie Dunsford. Short stories, biographical writing, 
B&W artwork and other creative submissions depict- 
ing aspects of lesbian experiences of colonialism- 
including colonization of indigenous cultures and of 
women’s bodies-are sought. Aboriginal women and 
women of colour are particularly encouraged to sub- 
mit work. 


_ Send SASE with your submission to Press Gang Pub- 
lishers 603 Powell St. Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6A 
1H2. Deadline: March 31, 1993. Do not sent original 
artwork. Call or write for more info. (604) 253-2537. 


ee 


Oh, so that explains the difference 
in our salaries! 


LEGAL IN NORWAY 


(Oslo) Grete Berget, Norway’s minister of children 
and families introduced December 17, a law that 
would provide lesbians and gay men legal recognition 
for their relationships. Under the law, gay or lesbian 
couples could register their relationship witha Notary 
Public and signa contract similar to one that legalizes 
heterosexual marriages. Lesbian and gay couples 
would then have the same rights and obligations as 
married heterosexual couples. However, the law 
would not allow gays and lesbians to adopt children 
or enjoy a church wedding. Berget says she hopes 
Parliament will enact the law this year. 


Norway would then join Sweden, Denmark and 
Holland as the only countries that provide legal rec- 
ognition for lesbian and gay couples. 
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Working For Our Rights 


Maureen Irwin 


The campaign to end discrimination against lesbians 
and gay men in Alberta has been a long struggle. 
Many organizations have been involved. Over the 
past twenty years I was a member of GATE, 
Womonspace and then GALA. The following are 
some of my memories of how GALA began it’s work 
as a civil right organization. 


In the 1970's The Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
(GLCCE) was known as GATE (Gay 
Alliance Toward Equality), They had 
a board of directors. Each director 
was the head of acommittee i.e: social 
activities, education, social services, 
legal issues and civil rights issues. 
The civil rights issues director co- 
ordinated efforts to lobby govern- 
ments to make legislative changes that 
would ban discrimination based on 
sexual orientation. 


How did they do this? Lesbian/ gay men and groups 


met with their MLA’s and MP’s. They presented — 


briefs and made presentations to the Alberta Human 
Rights Commission (AHRC) asking them to recom- 
mend that government make changes in legislation to 
end discrimination against them. Because the Alberta 
Human Rights Commission was a creation of the 
government, we assumed they would do what it 
recommended. How wrong we were! Commission 
after Commission has recommended the inclusion of 
sexual orientation and although the provincial gov- 
ernment has made a number of changes to the Indi- 
vidual Rights Protection Act (IRPA) this has not been 
one of them.. 


Each year since the early 1970’s GATE initiated the 
celebration of Gay; Pride Week by calling on all les- 
bian and gay groups to send representatives to form 
acommittee tocommemorate Stonewall on June 27th. 
They came together for the sole purpose of planning 
the celebration. 


In 1984 the organizations who sent membersto GALA 
‘84 (Gay Lesbian Awareness 1984) were The Court of 
the Wild Rose, Dignity, Fineprint (G/L magazine), 
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ORGA NIZE 


Flashback, GATE, The Roost, MCC (Metropolitan 
Community Church), Roughnecks (1/g athletic or- 
ganization), Vocal Minority (1/g choir), Womonspace 
and AIDS Network. A logo of the dancing persons 
was chosen and still remains in use by GALA. 


Womonspace in it’s early days had a civil rights 
director. Over the years their focus changed from 
lobbying to becoming more of recreational society. By 
1984 GATE wasa drop-in-centre with 
peer counselling but there was no civil 
rights director. The government an- 
nounced it was amending the IRPA 
and there was no lesbian or gay or- 
ganization to lobby for the inclusion 
of sexual orientation. So the GALA 
Pride Week volunteers decided to stay 
together as the GALA Civil Rights 
Committee. In 1987 the organization 
was incorporated as a non-profit so- 
ciety called Gay And Lesbian Awareness Society of 
Edmonton (GALA). 


In 1985 meetings were held with1/g groups in Calgary 
and GALA South was formed. The goal of both or- 
ganizations was to end discrimination using political 
action and education. GALA South disbanded after a 
couple years. Calgary now has a strong group called 
Calgary Lesbian and Gay Political Action Guild. 
(CLAGPAG). 


It was decided in January 1990 that GALA would 
continue it’s civil rights work and ask GLCCE to be 
responsible for calling the meeting to form the Pride 
Day Committee. , 


Many lesbians and gay men have followed the GALA 
Mission Statement “GALA believes that all persons 
are entitled to the same rights and freedoms. Gay man 
and lesbians in GALA work in full and equal partner- 
ship and demonstrate publicly and within the organi- 
zation the principles of equality. GALA playsa leading 
role in empowering lesbians and gay men to initiate 
the necessary political, legislative and social change 
to ensure their rights and freedoms.” 
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GALA TODAY 


Maureen Irwin 


How do goals of The Gay & Lesbian Awareness Society 
(GALA) translate into action in the 90’s? 
Goal 1: Toworktochange legislation to attain equality 
rights at federal, provincial, civic levels for 
lesbians and gay men. 
Meet with MP’s and MLA’s. Both opposition 
parties in Alberta have endorsed including 
sexual orientation in the IRPA. Members have 
appeared before government comunittees. Pe- 
titions and letters have been sent to various 
federal Justice Ministers and provincial La- 
bour Ministers. Letter writing campaigns have 
taken place. A GALA member, Councillor 
Michael Phair is working to make changes at 
Edmonton City Hall. 
To work to increase public awareness and un- 
derstanding to gay and lesbian issues. 
Organized Lesbian/Gay Pride Day Parade. 
Held workshops for conferences and organiza- 
tions. Held a conference titled “Flaunting It.” 
Held Press conferences around relevant issues. 
Made radio and TV appearances.. Spoke to 
educational institutions. Published material 
abolishing myths. 
To work toward maintaining itself as a dy- 
namic, strong organization with a solid fund- 
ing base. 
How: — Each year a New Year’s Dinner and Dance is 
held as a fund raiser. 


How: 


Goal 2: 


How: 


Goal 3: 


Goal 4: Gay men and lesbians work in full and equal 
partnership. 
How: | GALA spokespersons arealwaysa lesbian and 


a gay man, (unless clearly inappropriate). 


Only Alberta, Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan, 
Newfoundland and the North West Territories don’t 
have sexual orientation in their human rights legislation. 
In 1990 when the AHRC refused to investigate the firing 
of a gay man Delwin Vriend, GALA formed the Delwin 
Vriend Defence Fund. Although the AHRC announced 
in December 1992 they would hear cases (for example, 
Anne Erskine) they (AHRC) are proceeding with the 
legal actiosn against them by Delwin Vriend (for not 
hearing his case). 


Since many changes for lesbians are being decided one at 
a time by the courts, rather than by legislation for all, 
there is still a need for GALA to continue it's education 
and political action. 


"OUR WORLD" 


Newsletters, Magazines & Journals for Women, 
Lesbians, Feminists and Dykes 


(please note: when sending for information or subscriptions, 
please do not use the words Lesbians or Gay in the address) 


Womonspace News. Our very own news source is a mere 
$15.00 per year (includes membership) sent to Womonspace, 
9930-106 Street, Edmonton T5K 1C7. 


HIKANE .... The Capable Woman 

Disabled Wimmin’s Magazine for Lesbians or Our Wimmin 
Friends write for info: P.O. Box 841, Great Barrington, MA 
01230, USA. 


FIREWEED: (feminist quarterly with lesbian content) 
$18.00 per year, Fireweed, P.O. Box 279, Toronto, MST 2W2 
Poetry, articles, personal stories, fiction, art, politics and 
culture. 


THE ADVOCATE: Nat'l Gay and Lesbian Newsmagazine 
$54.00 US funds, 26 issues per year from, The Advocate, P.O. 
Box 541, Mount Morris, II, 61054-0541, USA National/ 
International news, articles, books, films, music. 


ATLANTIS: (women with Lesbian content) 

$20.00 per year/twice a year from, Atlantis, Mount Saint 
Vincent University, 166 Bedford Hwy, Halifax NS, B3M 2J6 
scholarly articles, review essays, books, art poetry. 


COMMON LIVES/LESBIAN LIVES 

$15.00 per year quarterly, US funds from C1/LL, P.O. Box 
1553, lowa City, IA 52244, USA reflects the diversity of 
lesbian community and culture(s). 


HEALTHSHARING: A Canadian Women’s Health Quar- 
terly (woman with some lesbian content) 

$15.00 per year quarterly from, Healthsharing, 14Skey Lane, 
Toronto, M6J 3C4 Women’s health issues from a feminist 
perspective. 


HERIZONS (feminist with some lesbian content) 

$21.40 per year, quarterly from, Herizons, P.O. Box 128, 
Winnipeg R3C 2G1 Women’s news and feminist views, 
books, music. 


SINISTER WISDOM: A Journal for the Lesbian Imagina- 
tion in the Arts and Politics. 

$17.00 per year quarterly, US funds from, Sinister Wisdom, 
P.O. Box 3252, Berkeley, Ca 94703, USA theory, poetry, 
fiction, reviews. 


WOMAN OF POWER (feminist with lesbian content) 
$36.00 Can funds, quarterly from, Woman of Power, P.O. 
Box 2785, Orleans MA, 02653 Woman’s spirituality and 
politics. 


...more next issue 
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WORD SEGRCH - More Sex 
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Dressed Sex 


Dykes 


Discipline 
Eyes 


Display 
Feathers 
Femme 


Backrubs 
Bathrooms 
Big Toe 
Biting 
Bondage 
Butch 
Celibacy 


Feminism 
Fidelity 
Finishing Off 
Foreplay 
Frigidity 


Genitalia 
Growing Older 


Fantasy 


Cleanliness 
Clitoris 

Clothes 

Creme de la creme 
Cunt 

Deodorants 
Dildos 


Aphrodisiacs 
Arousal 
Bisexuality 
Blowing 
Boots 


Abstinence 
Bars 


Alcohol 
Beds 


Fucking 
Gentleness 
Hair 


Flagellation 
Frequency 


Fingers 


Coming Out 
Civil Rights 


Clitlit 


Closets 
Crushes 


Handicapped 
Holding Out 
Hysterectomy 


Aging 
Anus 


Discrimination 
Drag 

Drugs 

Ears 

Eroticism 
Breakfast in Bed 


Bush 
Buttocks 
Cheeks 


Hands 
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Dancing 
Depression 


Armpits 


Erogenous Zones 


Horniness 
Icecubes 
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EVENTS & 


Women's Program & Resource Centre 
The Resource Centre has an excellent collection of 
books by or about lesbians. 

Membership is $5.00 per year for borrowing privi- 
leges. Call 492-3093 for the winter open hours (located 
at 11019 - 90 Avenue). 

Native Women's Literature (6183) 

6 Thurs. starting March 4, 7-9 pm; Fee: $85 
Reassessing Career Direction (6174) 

2 Sat., March 6 & 13, 10 am - 4:30 pm; Fee: $101 
Assertiveness Workshop for Women (6156) 

Sat. & Sun., March 6 & 7,9 am - 4 pm; Fee: $101 
Compulsive Eating & Body Image (6152) 

Sat. & Sun., March 13 & 14, 10 am - 4 pm; Fee: $101 
Self-Esteem for Women (6129) 

Sat. & Sun., March 13 & 14, 10 am - 4 pm; Fee: $101 
Our Histories/Our Lives (6168) 

Researching Women’s History 

Sat., March 20 & March 27, 10 am - 4 pm 

(No GST will be charged on the above courses) 


Please call to receive a detailed brochure about these 
and other courses we will be offering. 
492-3093 or 492-3116 


Lesbian Coming-Out Group 
NEXT SESSION 
Six weeks beginning Monday, March 1, 1993 
7:30 - 9:00 pm 
At GLCCE, #104, 11745 Jasper Avenue 


International Centre — UofA 
Sunday, March 7, 1993 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Gender & Development (Free Workshop) 

(Bring a bag lunch) 
For information call, 492-2692 


Coalition for Lesbian and Gay 


Studies (UofA) Lecture Series 
March 3, 3:30 - 5:00 pm; Humanities Centre L-3 
Dr. Nasrin Rahimich 
Topic: Lesbian Lives in tran 
March 24, 5:30 - 5:00 pm; Humanities Centre L-1 
Dr. Glen Burger 
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HAPPENINGS 


Womonspace Dance 
March 20, 1993 at Bonnie Doon Hall. 
9420 - 93 Street 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. 
Membership card required for reduced rate. 


April 17, 1993 at Bonnie Doon | tall 
Membership card required for reduced rate 


Womonspace Board Meetings 
Members welcome. First Sunday of each month. 
7:30 p.m. Common Room, 9930 - 106 St., Basement 


Golf Tournament 
June 12, 1993, 9:00 am; Vermillion Golf Course 
18 holes - steak supper - prizes $28.00 per person 
The tournament organizers will be co-sponsoring the 
April Womonspace Dance Deposits on Tournament 
registration will be accepted at the dance or call Barb 
at 434-0450. 


GLORIA STEINEM ... 


Author of "Outrageous Acts & Everyday Rebellions", 
"Thr Revolution from Within" and former Editor of 
MS Mayazine will offer a talk and book signing. 
March 12, 1993 
Contact Greenwoods Bookstore 
for more info and tickets ($5.00) 


SOLD OUT! 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
March 18, 1993 
Board and committee members required. 
Call 488-3234 for details. 


GLCCE GRAND RE-OPENING 
Sunday, March 7, 1993, Noon - 3:00 pm 
#104, 11745 Jasper Avenue 
Special Guest: Michael Phair & the Vocal Minority 


Vocal Minority Lesbian/Gay Choir 
Practice: Sundays at 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
#201, 10309 - 107 St. (Alberta Theatre Arts Centre) 
Contact Lorna at 423-6987 
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 


SPRING EQUINOX 
The next Womon's Dance will be held on Friday, 
March 26, 1993, 8:30 pm - 1:00 am at the Riverdale 
Community Hall, 9231 - 100 Avenue. $7.00 sliding 
scale. This is a smoke and alcohol free event. 


Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton 
Fundraising Event 

Summit Up, a stairclimb race up 27 floors of the City 
Centre Building is our 1993 fundraising event. It will 
take place on Saturday, March 13, followed by an 
awards ceremony and an evening dance. Individuals 
interested in participating, making a pledge, pur- 
chasing a dance ticket, or volunteering before, during 
and after the stairclimb, please call 423-4102. 


PRIDE WEEK '93 
June 19 - 27 — "A Family of Pride”. 
Call Dave at 454-6914 to get involved in the planning. 


Lesbian Life Line 
425-0511 will carry these and other events for March 
- April. Please call in for updates. 


GAYS & LESBIANS ON CAMPUS 


(GALOC) B-GLAD* 
March 15 - 19, 1993 


* Pink Triangle Supplement March 16 
* Forums: Legal Issues 

Family Values Mar. 17 & 18 
* Dance, Dinwoodie March 19 


Also ... 

Film Festival March 16, 17 & 18 
For information call GALOC at 492-7528 
(* Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian Activity Days) 


Notice of Meeting — March 23 

Resource Centre Library, Women's Program and 
Resource Centre. 11019 - 90 Avenue at 7:00 pm. 
We need a group of women willing to commit some 
time for at least a year for the formation of a Friends 
of the Resource Centre, non-profit society. Many heads 
would make light work! Call Sheryl! at 454-8031 for 
details. 
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Celebrating The Strength, The Spirit, 
The Solidarity of Women 


On March 8, 1910, Clara Zetkin, German socialist and 
chapion of women’s rights asked that March 8 be set 
aside in memory of women's struggles for better 
working conditions, rights and the vote. 


Millions of women around the world continue to 
march and celebrate this memory. 


Events In Edmonton 
Friday, March 5, 8:00 pm 
Women's Program, Resource Centre 11019-90 Avenue 
"Trying Words" readings from students in writing 
courses. (Open House) 


Sunday, March 7, 2:00 pm 
Rally, March, Workshops, Films. 
Canada Place — 2:00 pm March — 3:00 pm Workshops 


Jennifer Berezan Concert, 7:00 pm 
Centennial Library Theatre (see notice this issue) 


Monday, March 8, 12 noon - 7:00 pm 


Open House - Edmonton Women's Collective Bldy. 
9930 - 106 Street. Please bring donation (bedding, 
craft and sewing supplies, toiletries) for Win House. 


Thursday, March 11, 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
Education North 2-115 — Film: "Talk 16" 


A lookat 16 year old Canadian girls and theirideas on 
sex, drugs, feminism, ete. 
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BOOKS & FILMS 


A MISTRESS 
MODERATELY FAIR 


Katherine Sturtevant — Alyson Publications 


“A Mistress Moderately Fair” is a delightful 
book to read. Though I must admit that I am 
severely biased. I am an anglophile, a monarchist, 
and a history buff.. This book most definitely ap- 
peals to these kinds of taste. However, those of you 
who are not so inclined should not be put off. This 
book is brilliantly written, very descriptive, and 
highly romantic. Alot of the book’s appeal derives 
from the fact that it is set in the seventeenth century 
(1670). I found that this type of setting is quite 
unique to lesbian literature. It takes place during 
the reign of Charles II. It is a time when life at court 
and life in the theater were the talk of the day. 
Sturtevant tells the story of Ann Dudley,a talented 
actress, who comes to London to further her career. 
She meets playwright Margaret Featherstone and 
aninteresting relationship develops between them. 
Their story makes for great reading in that it is a 
saga filled with suspense, romance and mystery. It 
also offers a wonderful window into the lifestyle 
and mores of people who lived over three hundred 
years ago. Most important though, the book is 


incredibly romantic. Incontemporary society where — 


relationships are overanalyzed, it is pleasant to 
escape toan era where romance flourishesand love 
between women over comes all. 

Reviewed by : Coco 
P.S. 1 am also a hopeful romantic. 


NFB’S FORBIDDEN LOVE 


Sweeping Across Canada 
Not long ago it was “the love that dared not 
speak its name”. Now FORBIDDEN LOVE brings 
lesbian love stories into the 1990's with screening 
in cinemas across the country. 
Irreverent, often hilarious and always rebellious, 
thenine women interviewed in FORBIDDEN LOVE 
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paint a portrait of lesbian sexuality and survival in 
Canada during the dark ages of the 1950's and 60's. 

Theacclaimed documentary, directed by Aerlyn 
Weissman and Lynne Fernie and produced by the 
National Film Board of Canada, features a fictional 
love story inspired by the popular lesbian pulp 
novels of the day. Hundreds of these lurid - and 
ludicrous - book covers help paint asteamy picture 
of the public’s image of lesbian life in that era. 

FORBIDDEN LOVE: The Unashamed Stories 
of Lesbian Lives is a production of Studio D of the 
National Film Board of Canada. 

For more information please call The National 
Film Board Office -Canada Place. 


STILL WATERS 


A Helen Black Mystery. by Pat Welch, Naiad Press, 1991 


This is a rather badly written lesbian novel that 

I wouldn’t want to waste money buying. It can, 
however, be borrowed freeat the Edmonton Public 
Library, so you might give it a try. (Just don’t 
expect too much!!) 
The first Chapter is the hardest to get through. We 
are introducted to Jill, who’s a drunk loser. Once 
Helen Black, a private investigator, enter the story, 
it starts to gather steam. (Speaking of which, there 
are the obligatory sex scenes, including one set ina 
steamy bathroom.) The murder mystery part of the 
plot is okay, but the ending is not entirely satisfac- 
tory. 

Claire McNab and Katherine Forrest edited this 
book, which is Pat Welch’s second. Both editors 
have written much better mysteries. Three of 
Katherine Forrest’s murder mystery novel are also 
available at the Edmonton Public Library: “Mur- 
der at the Nightwood Bar”, “Beverly Malibu”, and 
“Murder by Tradition”. All threeare highly recom- 
mended. The last one deals with gaybashing in a 
very sensitive manner. 


reviewed by Lindy Pratch 
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A NOTE TO THE EDITOR Woman to Womon 


This poem is written by a good friend of mine when she 

was a scared teenager in high-school twenty seven years IRA fk S 
ago. Recently we were talking about gay and lesbian 

rights and she brought it our to show me what it was like 
for her in a small town. Back then she did not think that 

there was a safe place anywhere where she could be 160124042114 Avenue 
herself, let alone that there would ever be public discus- Pen PA Ee ACTEM ONS 
sion about protecting her rights as a lesbian. | felt for her Telephone: (403) 454-8031 


isolation and the loneliness she lived with, and saw this as 


a good measure of how far we have come. e All titles in our catalogue are here in stock ¢ 


e Mail Order for Lesbians & Feminists ® 


Bthotlb as in HH end bpesbee e Special order for hard to find titles ¢ 
Write or call to be on our mailing list 
Brought out in night 
The seoret is quarded NOW AV. MUON MNES Te 
Held rigidly tight A & Y 
Alurays afraid 
(That someone might AEE 
The love that exists 


Between you and me 


TD want to be free 
TD tire of fear 
ee eld pthen ss sail fies 2h 
Of they think that ae queer. 


Crystal 


QUEER SITES 


Bodies at Work, Bodies At Play 


THE BE-DAZZLING VOYAGE 


Containing recollections from my logbook ofa radical 

feminist philosopher (be-ing an account of my time/ 

space travels and ideas -then, again, now and how) 
$18.75 plus 10% handling 


International Multidisciplinary Conference on 
Lesbian & Gay Culture 
May 13 - 15, 1993 — Toronto 
e 100 Pesentations ¢ Film - Video Screenings 
e Theatre @ 3rd Annual Toronto G/L Film Festival 


For information: QUEER SITES 
c/o New College 
University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario M5S 1A1 


Spring 1993 Catalogue Now Available 
See us at WD (& concert Mar. 7) & Equinox Dance (Mar. 26) 
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Gay and Lesbian/Police Liaison Committee 
Wray D. 


For a number of years some very energetic people | tion. Someofthe specific goals that we have set out for 
have been attempting to create a unique liaison com- the committee are the following: 
mittee that would bridge the gap between our lesbian 
and gay community and the Edmonton Police Ser- 
vice (EPS). Finally, in November, 1992 the first town 
hall meeting was held where approximately twenty 
gay and lesbian people met with two police officers. A 3) Identify and resolve crime and disorder concern- 
variety of issues were broached including concerns ing lesbians and gays in Edmonton. 


1) Create more effective two way communication 
about gay bashing, police harassment and intimida- 4) And address other concerns such as homophobia, 


2) Have info. and awareness exchange bet ween the 
EPS and the lesbian and gay community. 


tion, as well as equity in hiring within the Edmonton distrust of police services, policing in city parks 
Police Service. It turned out to be an effective meeting and employment equity. 

that sparked the interest of a few people who volun- 
teered to be representatives within the committee. 
The goal was to have an equal number of lesbians and 
gay men regularly attend meetings organized by two 
police officers, one of which is a staff sergeant in 
Edmonton. I felt this liaison group was going to be 
very important in years to come, therefore, I volun- 
teered to be a committee representative on behalf of 
Womonspace. 

To give you a little more detail, the main purpose 
of this committee is to promote an atmosphere of 
understanding and mutual respect between the Ed- 
monton Police Service and the gay and lesbian com- 


This is certainly a wonderful advancement for our 
community. This liaison group gives us the opportu- 
nity to express our thoughts and our needs on the 
above mentioned topics. In addition, it opens the 
door for the Edmonton Police Service to have greater 
understanding of lesbian and gay people in Edmon- 
ton. 

The next town hall meeting which will be open to 
all lesbians and gay men will be held at Oliver Hall at 
some point over the next two months. Although I do 
not have an exact date as of yet. You can call the 
Lesbian Life Line at 425-0511 periodically. I will be 


munity through effective communication and educa sure that it is included in our information message. 


Business Fair Planned for QUEER PRESS 
Gay and Lesbian Community = |_ > Alors with two spirited people of the first nations, 


is producing an anthology — poetry, fiction, essays, 
etc. Send your work and a brief bio by March 22, 1993. 
Members of the Gay and Lesbian Community 


have expressed an interest in organizing a e Lesbian Health Guide — A practical manual for 
“Business Fair”, likely during Pride Week ‘93. lesbians across Canada, not only to address 
The Fair would allow members of the Gay and lesbophobia and sexism but also racism, ageism, 


ableism, classism as factors affecting our health. For 
more information on contributing, contact: 

Health Guide Co-ordinator 

QUEER PRESS 

P.O. Box 485, Station "P" 

Toronto, Ontario M5S 2Y1 


Lesbiancommunity to promote their businesses, 
services and/or products, much like a trade 
fair.. For those of you who have been around 
for a while, the concept is similar to the old 
Lambda Business Council Trade Fairs. If you 
are interested in participating in this event, 
please contact Rick D. through the Centre at 
488-3234. Volunteers are also needed to help 
organize this event. 


WANTED 
Roommate to share a house in Highlands area. 
Non-smoker please. Call Elizabeth at 479-4876 
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This Is Not A Rebuttal 


Emily B. 


In a world that struggles daily to achieve har- 
mony, there remains a lot of sadness. Unfortunately, 
there will always be groups, organizations, races, and 
religions that exist in this free world but will remain 
minorities in the overall population. As long as there 
are differences between as well as amongst these 
groups, there will not be equality of everyone. Certain 
organizations willinsist that they are superiorand the 
rest of us should conform. Sadly, homosexuals are 
amongst a target population that many consider to be 
“less than human”. As confident, yet struggling peo- 
ple, we all wish this oppressive division didn’t exist. 
However, it does and likely will for the rest of our 
lives. - 

When we react negatively: yell, protest, name call, 
and write horribly about people that have opposite 
beliefs to us, we become as ugly as the groups that we 
despise. | certainly am not maintaining that we not 
stand up for our legal rights | am merely saying that 
we need to do so withclass. We all want harmony and 


punt! Contact: D 


Mirosh 
nF (Alberta Legislature) 5 


555 - STR8 


Recently spotted in the classifieds. 


inner peace within ourselves as well as in our worlds 


and attacking back will never achieve this. 

Though we are gay and deserve rights, we are all 
human first. Treating someone the way we would 
want to be treated is an achievement we can all 
master. It pains us all to be singled out and attacked 
for being who we are by the pain doesn't go away 
when we hurt someone back. It takes strong and 
confident people to walk away from hostility and be 
unaffected by it all. There willalways be people in this 
society that don’t condone homosexuality and having 
the freedom to know that we will never change these 
people is in itself a victory, besides why would we 
want to. 

The people most threatened and most vocal about 
what other people are doing are usually the ones that 
have no idea what they themselves are doing. They 
often lack insecurity, identity and self-esteem. Ifthese 
people want to be unhappy then that’s their choice 
but we certainly don’t have to be part of it. 


Women constitute half the world’s population, 


perform nearly two-thirds of its work, receive 


one-tenth of the world’s income and own less 
than one-hundredth of the world’s property. 
United Nations Report 1980 


MOVING? 
Don't miss an issue of Womonspace News! 


Write us with your address changes. 
Newsletter, 9930 - 106 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5K 107 


MARCH/APRIL 1993 WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER PAGE 13 


HOMOPHOBIA/STRESS 
MANAGEMENT WORKSHOPS 
FOR LESBIANS 


Feeling stressed out, but don’t know what to do 
aboutit ??? Feeling the pressures of homophobic 
co-workers, family or friends, but don’t know 
how to react?? Want to meet new friends??? 


The Gay and Lesbian Center of Edmonton 
(GLCCE) is proud to present this workshop. 
Date: Sunday March 14, 1993 
Time: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Lunch: Potluck (bring your favorite dish) 
Place: 11745 Jasper Ave 
Cost: $5.00 


All profits going to the center. To register call 
your friendly volunteers at 488-3234 Monday to 
Friday from 7:00 to 10:00 


"NO IMPAIRMENT!" 


The World Psychiatric Association, when it meets in 
Brazil in June will be asked toendorsea statement that 
homosexuality “implies no impairment” in judge- 
ment, stability, or capabilities. The American Psychi- 
atric Association Board of Trustees voted in Decem- 
ber to submit the resolution to the world body, said 
psychiatrist Richard A. Isay of New York city, chair- 
man of the US group’s panel on gay, lesbian and 
bisexual issues. 


Lesbians In Jasper? 


We would like to talk with lesbians and gay menin the 
Jasper/Hinton area. We are two lesbians living in 
Seattle, Washington who will be visiting Jasper for 2 
months in the summer of 1993. 


Ruth and Sandra Jo 
523 - 32nd Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 
USA 98122 


Please write: 


What Lebians fre Doing? 


The Lesbians & AIDS Education Project. (LAEP) was 
formed in Winnipeg, Manitoba of October 1990. Our 
first activity was a women loving women, AIDS 101 & 
Safer Sex Workshop. This event was part of a provincial 
women and AIDS conference. The workshop was 
held on Friday evening at the local women’s club, Ms. 
Purdy’s. It was a definite success, over 130 women 
attended. 


Our next step was to apply for funding through the 
Federal Health Promotion Directorate. We received a 
one year project grant in April of 1991. Since then we 
have participated in numerous outreach activities. 
Some of these include: two Lesbian & Gay pride 
marches, Ms. Purdy’s leather night, Holiday Socials 
and a Baseball tournament.. We created a team, the 
safer sex sliders, complete with team shirts and 
cheerleaders. Community organizers may not be the 
best ball players around but we sure had fun! 


In March we produced a sold out evening and well 
attended workshop, with Lesbian Author and Sex 
Therapist, Joann Loulan. We have also developed a 
safer sex workshop model for Lesbians and Bi-Women. 
This workshop has been held at local bars and the Gay 
& Lesbian Resource Center. In the near future the 
workshop will be taped forinclusion ina locally made 
video “The Pleasures and Dangers of Lesbian Sex”. 
We willalso be professionally packaging our safer sex 
kits. To date we have distributed over 1,300 of these 
kits. We intend to distribute the kits in bars, stores & 
resource centers throughout Winnipeg and in some 
rural centers in Manitoba. After all this, our funding 
will be spent. We do intend to apply for additional 
funds in the coming year. 


The workshop model and samples of the safer sex kit 
can be purchased at cost price by contacting LAEP we 
also welcome any questions or comments you may 
have. 


Lesbians & AIDS — Education Project 


Box 1521 Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2Z4 
(204) 474-0212 
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SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 


DANCE, DANCE, DANCE 


CO-SPONSORS FOR DANCES 

Due to the recent increase in beer and alcohol prices, 
we are actually making a profit at the dances. We 
would really like to share this profit with teams or 
other groups that are interested in co-sponsoring. 
Specifically, we would like co-sponsors for the July 
and August dances, so that our dedicated group of 
volunteers can have the summer off. At present, we 
havethree very experienced dance co-ordinators who 
are efficient and easy to work with. So please, con- 
sider co-sponsoring by calling the Womonspace of- 
fice and leaving a short message, a name and a phone 
number for us to call. 


A SPECIAL DANCE IN JUNE 

At the board meeting on February 7, 1993, a presenta- 
tion was made by Craig of E.P.L.W. HIV regarding a 
fund raising auction to be held during the June 19th 
dance. To kick off Gay Pride Week, the June 19th 
dance will be a mixed event with GLCCE as possible 


co-sponsors. A meeting is yet to be held with GLCCE. | 


GOING BEYOND DANCES 

On February 21, 1993, the event committee had it’s 
first meeting. The first event we are planning is a 
coffee house to be held in the spring, possibly April. 
If you are interested in getting involved with this 
event please call and leave your name and number 
and our events chairperson will contact you. Your 
support will encourage us in our efforts to provide a 
wider variety of events. 


Lesbians vs Immigration 


Dear Quota; 

As you are already aware, the Canadian government 
granted landed immigrant status to Irish lesbian, Bridget 
Coll, in October. Although she applied as a spouse, she was 
admitted as an independent applicant. Bridget is the life-_ 
partner of Canadian lesbian Christine Morrisey. Morrisey 
was the first person to legally challenge the Immigration 
Department's regulations, which discriminate against same- 
sex couples and their families. By avoiding a court case, the 
federal move can be seen as an attempt to sidestep the issue 
of lesbian and gay rights. 

lam writing to update you on the second lesbian couple 
who have taken up the fight, in the hopes that you will be 
able to publicize their current situation in your magazine. 

Canadian Andrea Underwood and British citizen, Anna 
Carrott, live in the tiny town of Teslin in the Yukon. They 
followed with their own legal challenge a month after 
Christine and Bridget. The good news for Bridget may not 
be such good news for Anna. She has not been offered a 
similar backdoor into Canada. Anna and Andrea are left to 
set a national precedent in courts, without funding. 

Bridget’s case was to be funded by the Canadian Court 
Challenges Program. That money is not transferable to 
Anna and Andrea’s case and the program has since been 
axed. Annaand Andrea have so far been able to raise $3,300 
— mostly from local women in this small Territory commu- 
nity (population 30,000). They have another $1900 in out- 
standing legal bills and more are pending. 

Anna and Andrea took a big risk by going public in one 
of Canada’s most isolated northern communities. They 
need the support of lesbians across the country to win this 
battle for recognition of all our rights. If you can, please send 
donations to the Underwood and Carrott Legal Trust Fund, 
c/o Gay and Lesbian Alliance, Box 5604, Whitehorse, Yukon 
Y1A 5H4. Thanks for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 
Helen Fallding 
Volunteer Fundraiser, Whitehorse 


COMING ISSUE 


May/June Issue: 
Theme: 


Material can be submitted at anytime up to April 5, 1993. 
Special issue on Lesbian History 


MEMBERSHIP MEANS... 


¢ Discount Prices on Dances & Womonspace Events ¢ 
¢ Womonspace Newsletter ¢ Library * Voting ¢ ACommunity of Womyn ¢ 


MARCH/APRIL 1993 WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER PAGE 15 


Womonspace Activities 


All Womonspace activities are open to meribers and non-members. Activities are free 
unless otherwise noted. All women are weicome. The Womyn's Building is located in 
the basement of 9930 - 106 Street. 


Monthly Board Meeting: | Womonspace Dances: 
First Sunday of the Month at 7:30 pm. | March 20, 1993, 8:00 pm - 1:00 am 
Library available to members. | Bonnie Doon Hall (9420 - 93 Street) 
Lesbian Drop-In: | 
Hostesses needed. Interested? April 17, 1993. Same as above. 
Leave name & phone # on 425-0511 | 

| Admission: | Members $5.00 

| Non-members $8.00 


Membership card required. 


Newsletter Meeting: 
Sat., April 3, 1993 at 11:00 am. 
Location on Lesbian Life Line in March. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 


Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 ¢ Phone: 425-0511 


CONTRIBUTORS THIS ISSUE 
Maureen Irwin, Wray D., Sister Acts, Coco, Lindy Pratch, Crystal, 
Emily B., DMS and Sheryl McInnes 


(St it & Send = 


WOMONSPACE 1993 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 ¢ Phone: 425-0511 
(Confidentiality Assured) 

NAME: __ > eee ai _ DATE: 
ADDRESS: lee rom egsiy? te -_ se SEB EC 
BRGY ie ie va is See POSTAL: : se PHONE: 


Membership Fee: $15.00 Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (Low income available) 
New Member —_ Renewal I would like to be a volunteer [LJ Yes LJ No 
| would like my newsletter: 


a Mailed to my home [] Pick up at dances/events Total Enclosed $ 


ie i SS 


